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December Events

Nov 25 - Dec 10 - Int’l Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women
Zonta Says No to Violence Against Women

16 Days of Activism
December 2 - Int’l Day for the Abolition of Slavery/Suppression of the 

Traffic in Persons
December 10 - Int’l Human Rights Day

December 13 - Holiday Social, Jan Bensen’s

2019

January 3 - Board Meeting, Old Chicago
January 10 - Business Meeting, Old Chicago

February 7 - Board Meeting, Old Chicago
February 14 - Business Meeting, Old Chicago

March 7 - Board Meeting, Old Chicago
March 14 - Business Meeting, Old Chicago

March 27 - A Benifit for Legal Aid’s St. Cloud Office
April 4 - Board Meeting, Old Chicago

April 5-6 - Area Mtg, Mankato, MN
April 11 - Business Meeting, Old Chicago

May 2 - Board Meeting, Old Chicago
May 9 - Annual Meeting, TBD
June 7-9 - NAIDM, Dallas TX

September 13-15 - District 7 Conference, Airport Hilton, Kansas City, MO

Celebrating Centennial 100 Years!
July 4-8, 2020 - Zonta Int’l Convention, Chicago, IL 

President ~ Deborah Grant
Vice President ~ Joal Peitz



Zonta Club of St. Cloud
Board Meeting Minutes

Old Chicago
November 1, 2018December 2018

PO Box 7453  St. Cloud, MN 56302  www.zontastcloudmn.org 

Present:  Deborah Grant, Mary Nimmerfroh, Karla 
Krueger, Kimberly Swanson, Laurie Ann Oppel, 
and Lori Rebischke
     
Absent:  Joal Peitz, Debra Schroeder, Sara Blanchett 
and Linda LaSota

Guests:  Debra Kellerman  

CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order 
by President Deborah Grant.  The Pledge of Alle-
giance and Zonta Blessing followed the call to order.  
Pin Penalty was invoked.  

The agenda for today’s meeting was presented for 
approval.  There was a request to add a report on 
the Fall Speaker meeting to the agenda.  Laurie Ann 
Oppel made a motion to approve the agenda with 
the addition.  Mary Nimmerfroh seconded the motion.  
Motion was approved.

CONSENT AGENDA:   There was a motion by Laurie 
Ann Oppel to approve the minutes of the October 4, 
2018 Board meeting and the October 2018 Treasur-
er’s report. Kimberly Swanson seconded the motion.  
Motion was approved.  

CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS:  None to 
discuss

BUSINESS:  

Christmas House Volunteer Sign Up:  Debra Keller-
man reported that there is still a need for volunteers 
to staff Christmas House on Friday and Saturday.  
Vicki Erickson will be reaching out to members who 
have not yet signed up to request that they volunteer.  
Debra also reported that sponsorships are coming in 
slowly.  She is making contacts with sponsors.

Federation of the Blind Spaghetti Dinner:  Our Zonta 

Club will again be volunteering to help at the annu-
al Federation of the Blind Spaghetti Dinner.   Karla 
Krueger will make contact with the Federation of the 
Blind president to find out the date for the 2019 spa-
ghetti dinner.

Fall Speaker Meeting Report: The Fall Speaker Meet-
ing was held on October 25, 2018 at the 400 Club.  
Dr. Roya Akhavan was the speaker.  There were 22 
people who attended the meeting, and 7-8 of those 
attending were guests.   Laurie Ann Oppel suggested 
that we do a membership drive at one business meet-
ing per quarter.  Members are also encouraged to 
bring guests to the Christmas social.  We talked about 
showing the movie “Little Stones” as a membership 
social.

Spring speaker meeting ideas were discussed, includ-
ing showing the video on the Equal Rights Amend-
ment.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Will be printed in the 
ZoNews.

OTHER:  

Kimberly Swanson has a new e-mail address.  It is 
Kimberly@krillan.com.  

Deborah Grant printed out fact sheets about Zonta 
International to be included in prospective member 
packets.  

Adjournment – Laurie Ann Oppel made a motion to 
adjourn. Mary Nimmerfroh seconded the motion. 
Meeting Adjourned at 12:39 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,
 

Karla Krueger
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PRESENT: Deborah Grant, Joal Peitz, Mary Nim-
merfroh, Karla Krueger, Kimberly Swanson, Alicia 
Reif,  Susan Voeltz,  Debra Schroeder, Rachel 
Thompson, Samantha Kohout, Linda LaSota, Lin 
Skorseth, Debra Kellerman, LeAnne Miller, Laurie 
Ann Oppel, and Lori Rebischke

GUESTS:  Kati Blum, Aimee Minnerath, and Shannon 
Harter 

CALL TO ORDER: President Deborah Grant called 
the meeting to order at 12:03 p.m.  The Pledge of Al-
legiance and Zonta Blessing followed the call to order.  
Introductions were made.  Pin Penalty was invoked.  

There was a motion to approve the agenda by Mary 
Nimmerfroh, seconded by Kimberly Swanson.    Mo-
tion was approved.    

CONSENT AGENDA:  There were two corrections 
to the minutes from the October 11, 2018 business 
meeting.  Peggy LaDue was the person from the Cen-
tral MN Sexual Assault Center who gave a presen-
tation, not Rebecca Hall.  Also, the date for the Tech 
Savy event being held at SCSU is September 27.  
There was a motion by Laurie Ann Oppel to approve 
the minutes from the October 11, 2018 Business 
meeting as corrected and the October 2018 Treasur-
er’s report.  Debra Kellerman seconded the motion.  
Motion was approved.      

CORRESPONDENCE & REQUESTS:  The District 
7 Webinar will be held on Thursday, November 15 at 
7:00 p.m. and Saturday November 17 at 9:00 a.m. 
     
BUSINESS:  

Term of Office Change:  Deborah Grant presented the 
proposal to change the term of office for the President 
and Vice President for 2019-2020 only to a one-year 
term.  The purpose of the change is to be in line 
with other Zonta Clubs and with Zonta International.  
Motion to approve this term of office change for the 

2019-2020 election only was made by Lori Rebischke 
and seconded by Kimberly Swanson.  Motion was 
approved.

By-Laws Change:  Deborah Grant presented the 
proposed change to the Bylaws of the Zonta Club of 
St. Cloud, which eliminates the immediate past presi-
dent as an ex officio board member.  Motion to ap-
prove the change to the By-Laws was made by Mary 
Nimmerfroh and seconded by Alicia Reif.  Motion was 
approved. 

Lunch at Anna Marie’s:  Debra Kellerman reported 
on the meal that was served at Anna Marie’s October 
21, 2018.   The meal was a brunch that was enjoyed 
by the residents.  The money donated by members 
covered all of the expenses of the meal.  

Big Brothers Big Sisters Grant Report:  Shannon 
Harter from Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Minne-
sota gave a report on how the $1,000 grant from our 
Zonta Club was used.  She reported that they were 
able to match 10 girls who have experienced abuse 
with a mentor.  It costs $1,500 for each match, which 
includes the cost of vetting the mentor.  Shannon 
reported on the Big Brothers Big Sisters’ focus on col-
lege and career readiness.  Big Brothers Big Sisters 
will be celebrating their 50th Anniversary in 2019 and 
are in the process of new branding.

Boys and Girls Club Grant Report:  Amy Minnerath 
from the Boys and Girls Club gave a report on how 
the $1,000 grant from our Zonta Club was used. She 
reported the money was used on a program called 
Date Smart to help girls develop positive dating rela-
tionships. 
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District 7 Foundation Report:   In the last biennium 
there were 18 Zonta Clubs in the District, now only 17.  
These Zonta Clubs donated $96,714 to Zonta Interna-
tional.  The four clubs that were the top givers are:

 St. Cloud - $17,903
 Cape Girardeau
 St. Louis 
 Minneapolis

Debra Grant talked about the Every Member, Every 
November donation request to Zonta International 
Foundation.  Checks should be made payable to Zon-
ta International Foundation.

Christmas House Volunteer Sign Up:  Debra Keller-
man reported that there is still a need for volunteers to 
staff Christmas House on Friday and Saturday.  Two 
radio interviews have been taped and are ready to 
be aired.  The decorators are ready to go.  Members 
should bring their ticket money and any unsold tickets 
to Christmas House.  

Fall Speaker Meeting:  Joal reported that Dr. Roya 
Akhavan was a great speaker. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:   Committee reports are 
printed in the ZoNews.  

OTHER:  
        
There will be no Business Meeting in December. In-
stead, members will gather at the home of Jan Ben-
son for a Christmas Social on the evening of Thurs-
day, December 13.  Members are encouraged to bring 
a gift valued at $10 or less for a gift exchange. 

There will be grant reports by Anna Marie’s and Tere-
binth Refuge at the January 2019 Business Meeting.

Adjournment – Mary Nimmerfroh made a motion to 
adjourn. Joal Pietz seconded the motion.  Motion was 
approved. Meeting Adjourned at approximately 12:55 
p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,
 

Karla Krueger
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Scholarship:

Chair: LeAnne Miller

Members: Carol Barrymore, Jan Bensen, Stepha-
nie Jussila, Susan Voeltz

LeAnne Miller is the chair of the committee.  Carol 
Barrymore is handling the Young Women in Public Af-
fairs Award, Jan Bensen is handling the STEM schol-
arship, Stephanie Jussila is handling the Non-Tradi-
tional Scholarship and Susan Voeltz is handling the 
Jane Klausman award.

The YWPA, Non-Traditional and STEM scholarship 
and award materials have all been updated on our 
local Zonta web page and are out to the schools.  The 
Jane Klasumsan Scholarship will not be available until 
sometime in 2019.  All awards this year are $1,000.00 
each.  

Please encourage anyone that you know that would 
meet the criteria to apply. 
 
The committee’s next meeting is December 7, 2018 at 
noon at Green Mill.  

Christmas House:

is year’s Christmas House had 1,512 people through 
the house, 900 on Friday night, a record number.

Tentative Gross revenue is $22,020 (about 3-4% less 
than last year)—less in sponsorships, sales at the door, 
and in-store sales– Mary will verify this number soon

92% of our members worked staffing the house, plus 
lots of other very helpful contributions

97% of our members sold some or all of their tickets – 
thank so much to everyone for helping make this year’s 
house a great one.

ere are 3 outstanding bills yet, so I do not have a net 
figure (but expenses will be up a bit from last year – 
tent and printing costs)

 

e committee met on November 28 to talk about 
strategies for next year and to finalize closing activities 
for this year’s house. 

As a committee, we have 4 leads on a house for next 
year and will be touring houses in the spring to select 
the home for our 30th CH
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Finance:

Attached is the recap of the Treasurer’s Report, as it 
breaks out into service funds raised and operating 
funds.

Ending Account Balances are:
 $26,679.03 Checking Account
 $21,529.38 Savings Account (Inc Operation   
     Reserve of $10,331.00 )
 $48,208.41

Christmas House and the Golf Outing have both ex-
ceeded their budget - Congrats!!

We will continue to track expenses against the Operat-
ing Budget, no action needed.

Aꢀer all the Christmas House bills and receipts are 
posted (by January I would assume), we will transfer 
those balances to Savings. en, we will fund from 
Reserve to Operation the 10% allocated in the budget.
And, that will determine the amount of money we have 
for our 2019 requests.

e Finance Committee is working on the Request 
Form for 2019 - ank you Susan V. and Deb K. A 
draꢀ will be presented to the Membership, then posted
on our website. e request forms will be due by 
March 15th.

Recommendation are:
1. Increase the Scholarship Allocation to $5,000 per 
Scholarship Comm.

If you have any quesitons, please feel free to call me at 
320-290-9806 or email me at
FischerN55@gmail.com.
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The meeting was called to order at 11:30 am.

Members present:  Finance Committee - Nancy 
Fischer, Deb Kellerman, Susan Voeltz, LeAnne Miller 
(Scholarships), Beth Anvary (Golf), Gayle Borchert 
(Marketplace)  

Unable to attend: Kristen Freeman (Christmas 
House), Mary Nimmerfroh (Treas)

The committee reviewed the financial reports as of 
9/30/18.  The club’s cash position is: 

 Checking  $16,760.74
    Savings        11,811.60
      TOTAL    $28,572.34

Nancy congratulated the Golf Committee for exceed-
ing the amount they budgeted. After all bills are paid, 
the proceeds will be transferred from Checking to 
Savings.

RESERVE ALLOCATION 
LeAnne indicated that the Scholarship Committee 
met in September, and has requested an increase to 
$5,000 for 2019. A motion was made by LeeAnn, and 
seconded by Susan, to increase the reserve alloca-
tion for Scholarships from $4,000 to $5,000.  Motion 
carried.

The allocation balances in Savings are now:  Conven-
tion Reserve $5,331, Scholarship Reserve $5,000 and 
Undesignated $1,480.60.

REQUEST FOR FUNDING FORM
Discussion was held regarding revisions to the Re-
quest form we implemented last year. Revisions were 
discussed, and Susan Voeltz and Deb Kellerman will 
revise the form and email to the committee for review. 

It was determined that organizations, such as Anna 
Marie’s, Journey Home, and Terebinth, whose pro-
grams support the Zonta Mission and are in need 

funds for these on-going programs will be asked to 
provide a request that updates us on how Zonta sup-
ports their program.  Other organization will be asked 
to complete the Annual Request form, which will be 
posted on the Zonta website.

TIMELINE FOR FUNDING REQUESTS
The timeline to this year is:
  OCT/NOV – Revise the Request form to be used in 
2019.
  DEC –Create a press release of 2018 recipients and 
announce 2019 form will be on Zonta’s website.
  JAN – Prepare an email to those who responded this 
past year, directing them to the new form online.
  MAR 15th – Deadline for returning the requests for 
funding. 
  APR – Finance Committee to review requests and 
recommend funding amounts
  APR 11th  – Membership to approve allocations
  MAY – Award recipients invited to attend the Annual 
Meeting to receive funds and tell us how they plan to 
use the funds.

OTHER
Discussion was held regarding the reporting back to 
the club from 2018 recipients.  Several of the or-
ganizations have been invited to present at Zonta 
meetings, and others will give written reports.  Going 
forward, it was thought that a newsletter article could 
also be used so all members know how our funds 
have been used.  The purpose of this “reporting” back 
is to help up determine that the request fits Zonta’s 
criteria and will be used by the Finance Committee 
in future decisions.  The committee recognizes that 
there are times when the use of funds may need to be 
allocated differently for an organization, and we would 
like to be apprised if that is the case, for future infor-
mation.

Meeting was adjourned at 1:00 pm. 

Submitted by Nancy Fischer, Chair
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Senior U.S. District Court Judge Ann D. Montgom-
ery to speak at Eighth Annual Legal Aid Access to 
Justice Luncheon

A Benefit for Legal Aid’s St. Cloud Office

Date:   Wednesday, March 27, 2019
Time:  11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. luncheon
Location:        Courtyard by Marriott St. Cloud, 
Grand Ball Room
RSVP: Rachel Kapsner, 320-257-4851 or rkaps-
ner@mylegalaid.org

 Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid’s St. Cloud office serves 
the civil legal needs of the area’s most vulnerable 
residents – people with very low incomes and seniors.  
Legal Aid provides legal advice and representation to 
thousands to help meet basic needs for safety, shel-
ter, health care, income through government assis-
tance, and senior law.

This year’s featured speaker is Senior U.S. District 
Court Judge Ann D. Montgomery. Judge Montgomery 
began her duties as a U.S. District Court Judge in 
1996.  She previously served as a Magistrate Judge 
in the Federal District of Minnesota, a Judge on the 
Hennepin County District Court bench, and an Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney in Minnesota.

 Judge Montgomery has served on numerous judicial 
committees. She is currently a member of the Judicial 
Branch Committee of the U.S. Judicial Conference 
and Chair of the Benchbook for U.S. District Court 
Judges Advisory Committee.

Judge Montgomery has shared her experience and 
expertise internationally. She lectured and participated 
as a member of the U.S. Delegation to an International 
Commercial Arbitration Conference in China, taught 
trial skills in Tanzania, instructed on Alternatives to 
Incarceration in Uruguay, and lectured on the Child 
Abduction Hague Convention in Chile.

 She is the recipient of many awards, including the 
2017 Douglas K. Amdahl Public Attorney Career 
Achievement Award, the 2016 Minnesota Hispanic Bar 
Association Manuel Guerrero Courage in Leadership 
Award, the 2006 Rosalie Wahl Award of Judicial Excel-
lence, and the Minnesota Women Lawyers 2000 Myra 
Bradwell Award.

Judge Montgomery grew up in Litchfield, Minnesota. 
She received her undergraduate degree from Kansas 
University and her law degree from the University of 
Minnesota.

 If your firm or company is willing to provide spon-
sorship support of $1,500, $1,000 or $500, or if you 
are willing to serve as a table captain for the event, 
please contact Ann Cofell at acofell@mylegalaid.org.  
Sponsors will receive recognition at the event and on 
promotional materials leading up to the event.  Table 
captains will invite seven guests to join them at the 
luncheon.  ere will be no cost to attend.  Guests will 
be asked to make donations to Legal Aid’s St. Cloud 
office at the conclusion of the luncheon.

All donations benefit Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid’s St. 
Cloud office. If you are unable to attend the luncheon, 
donations may be made on-line at https://app.mobi-
lecause.com/form/Z7qV_w or mylegalaid.org (please 
specify St. Cloud) or by check to MMLA-St. Cloud 
Office, P.O. Box 886, St. Cloud, MN 56302.
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Review of Zonta Grant to the St. Cloud AAUW branch 
Tech Savvy event

Thank you to the St. Cloud Zonta Club for the $750 
grant to support the AAUW Tech Savvy event.

Tech Savvy was held on the SCSU campus on Octo-
ber 27, 2018. .

Attached is the program from that event and a few 
photos.  

The event had good participation: Students: 86, Par-
ents: 21, Student Volunteers: ~55, Presenters: ~41, 
Planning Committee Members: 11, AAUW Branch 
Members: ~4.  All participants received Tech Savvy 
t-shirts, backpacks and lunch. 

We were pleased this year to include 15 girls from the 
three Boys and Girls Club.  Girls chose 4 workshops 
to participate in. Parents spent time learning computer 
coding to get a feel for the girls’ workshops and talked 
with a panel of college teachers and administrators 
on academic pathways, scholarship opportunities and 
ways to support girls in these non-traditional fields. 
The student volunteers get a lot out of the day too: as 
role models for the middle school girls and as partici-
pants in the workshops as observers. 

Tech Savvy has the support of St. Cloud State Univer-
sity and we plan to offer the event again in 2019.

Jan Bensen

Tech Savvy Co-chair



































 

 

 

 

The AAUW St. Cloud Area Branch, 

AAUW of Minnesota, 

St. Cloud State University and 

The College of St. Benedict 

 

Welcomes You to Tech Savvy for Girls! 

October 27, 2018



 

 

 

Sponsored by the AAUW St. Cloud Area Branch and AAUW of Minnesota 

“YOU ARE CAPABLE OF AMAZING THINGS” 

October 27, 2018 

 

Dear Students and Family Members, 

On behalf of the American Association of University Women St. Cloud Branch and our college partner, St. Cloud State 
University we welcome you to the fourth Tech Savvy Conference and thank you for your participation. We believe it’s 
important to introduce girls to careers in science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) at an early age, then 
continue to give them the support and encouragement they need to succeed. Girls rely on their network of family 
members and educators to help them along their educational and career paths. Our goal is to encourage girls in grades 
5-9 to consider future careers in STEM fields. 

At Tech Savvy, parents have the opportunity to learn about college preparatory classes or AP classes that could benefit 
their daughters and about college applications and finances. Supporting their daughters in non-traditional classes will 
also be addressed. College and university students are pleased to answer girls’ questions.  

We also would like to thank College of Saint Benedict. This event would not be possible without the outstanding 
educators and industry role models, college student volunteers, and AAUW members who have worked to bring Tech 
Savvy to St. Cloud. We are proud to support Central Minnesota’s girls to open their world!     

Here’s a quote from a very successful model. “Before my first coding class, the idea that 
I could build something with code seemed nearly impossible, but after only a couple of 
courses, I was working with my classmates to program a small drone. I realized that, just 
like art and fashion, code is about creativity, and that women who have these skills have 
the power to shape our future - and often have. Women are essential in forging digital 
progress and knowing how to code is the key to exploring and creating the newest 
frontier.” – Karlie Kloss 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

 

 

  

AAUW Co-Chairs St. Cloud State University Co-Chairs 
  Jan J. Bensen   Melissa Hanzsek-Brill, Ph.D. 
  AAUW   Professor of Mathematics 
  
  JoAnn Evenson   Sarah Petitto, Ph.D. 
  Franz Hultgren Evenson   Associate Professor of Chemistry  



 

 

SCHEDULE 
Time  Girls Program  
8:00 – 8:30 AM Check-In – ISELF lobby 

Breakfast – WSB 116 
8:30 – 8:50 AM Welcome – WSB 116  

Walk-in registrations accepted – ISELF lobby 
9:00 – 9:50 AM Workshop I 
10:00 – 10:50 AM Workshop II 
11:00 – 11:50 AM Lunch (with adults, presenters, panelists, and invited speaker) – WSB 116 
12:00 – 12:50 PM Workshop III 
1:00 – 1:50 PM Workshop IV 
2:00 – 3:00 PM Small group discussions – WSB 116 
2:30 – 3:00 PM Closing (with adults), door prizes – WSB 116   

Time Adult Program 
8:00 – 8:30 AM Check-In – ISELF lobby 

Breakfast – WSB 116 
8:30 – 8:50 AM Welcome – WSB 116  

Walk-in registrations accepted – ISELF lobby 
9:00 – 9:50 AM Coding and Cyber Capture the Flag – ECC 137 
10:00 – 10:50 AM Planetarium Show – Planetarium WSB 
11:00 – 11:50 AM Lunch (with adults, presenters, panelists, and invited speaker) – WSB 116 
12:00 – 12:50 PM College and Industry Panel – ISELF 110 
1:00 – 1:50 PM College and Industry Panel – ISELF 110 
2:00 – 3:00 PM Small group discussions – WSB 116 
2:30 – 3:00 PM Closing (with adults), door prizes – WSB 116 

Tech Savvy for Parents 
Planetarium Show and Discussion – WSB 

Dr. David Williams, Retired Professor of Physics and Astronomy, St. Cloud State University 

Coding and Cyber Capture the Flag – ECC137 

Katie Graham and CyberCorps scholars, St. Cloud State University 

College and Industry Panel – ISELF - 110 

Moderator:  Melissa Hanzsek-Brill, Professor of Mathematics and Mathematics Education, St. Cloud State University 
Karla I. Fjeld is the Research and Development Scientist at Microbiologics.  
Annette Raigoza, College of Saint Benedict/St. John’s University, Professor of Chemistry 
Melanie Melendrez-Vallard, St. Cloud State University, Assistant Professor, Computational Microbiology 
Dale Buske, St. Cloud State University, Associate Dean of College of Science and Engineering 
Peter Ohmann, College of Saint Benedict/St. John’s University, Professor of Chemistry, Assistant Professor of Computer 
Science 



 

 

Tech Savvy for Students 
ISELF-230 Session A – Zombie Attack!!! 
Marie Gilbertson, DVM/PhD candidate, University of Minnesota 
A dangerous virus is spreading through town, creating ZOMBIES of anyone it infects! In this session, we’ll use games and 
interactive activities to learn about how the zombie virus transmits from person to person, and what we can do to stop 
the spread. Join us to learn how to use math and science to stop the zombie epidemic before it’s too late! 
 
ISELF 332 Session B – Help Us Solve the Robbery at Alli’s Diner 
Alicia A. Peterson and the CSB/SJU Chemistry Club, College of Saint Benedict and St. John’s University 
There has been a robbery in a St. Joseph restaurant!  We need your help with our investigation.  It is your job, as forensic 
chemists and investigators, to figure out which one of our suspects did it.  You’ll analyze fingerprints left at the scene, 
use invisible ink to decode a note that was washed away, determine what the mysterious white powder left at the scene 
was, and decode a partial message left by the robber.  The objective is to complete this series of experiments to figure 
out who the robber is. 
 
ISELF 332 Session C – Harry Potter Wizarding Science  
Alicia A. Peterson and the CSB/SJU Chemistry Club, College of Saint Benedict and St. John’s University 
Have you been waiting for your invitation to Hogwarts to arrive? Well this is it! Come learn some of the amazing forms 
of wizarding science.  You will learn about the science of dragon fire, make your own potions, read your fortunes in a 
crystal ball, and manage your own mischievous material. 
 
WSB 287 Session D – Catching and Counting Amphibians and Reptiles for Conservation   
Jennifer Lamb, St. Cloud State University 
What kinds of amphibians & reptiles can you find in Minnesota? How do biologists studying these animals catch them, 
and how do we figure out how large populations might be? In this workshop we will introduce various groups of 
amphibians and reptiles native to our state and why they matter. We will also practice different methods that biologists 
use to identify and count individuals, and we’ll meet some special guests. 
 
ECC 136 Session E – Making Wind: Creating Power Out of Thin Air   
Ken Miller, St. Cloud State University 
Do you know how wind is converted into electrical energy?  Did you know there are different ways to generate energy 
from air?  Come learn how wind turbines capture that power, then build your own. 
 
WSB 41,103, 122A Session F – Whoa, Wow, Weather!  Hands on Earth Science Exploration 
Rachel Humphrey and SCSU Atmospheric and Hydrological Science majors, St. Cloud State University 
Through a series of hands-on activities, students will learn about the fundamentals of meteorology and the impacts that 
the atmosphere can have on the biosphere, geosphere and hydrosphere of Planet Earth.   Students will rotate through a 
series of four “Learning stations” focused on these “spheres” the influence weather on Planet Earth. 
 
WSB 203-1 Session G – Muscle Madness 
Maureen Tubbiola and Vitaliy Razdaybedin, St. Cloud State University 
Attach electrodes to your muscles and watch their reaction to a variety of experiments.  See which actions cause your 
muscles to go a hoppin’. 
 
ISELF 21, 23 Session I – POOF!  Disappearing Metal 
John Sinko, St. Cloud State University 
Create craters in aluminum and iron sheets using a high-powered laser, then analyze the laser craters using a 
microscope and laser profilometer. 



 

 

Vis Lab, 1st Floor ISELF Session J - Virtual Reality 
Mark Gill, Visualization Lab, St. Cloud State University 
The SCSU Visualization Lab contains state-of-the-art technical devices including virtual reality headsets, touch screens 
and much more. Come by the space and learn more about how these devices work and the real-life applications. We'll 
show you how an object makes its way from our world to the digital world, using all technology! 
 
WSB 301-01  Session K – Acids, Bases and Bath Bombs…Oh My! 
Christina Cama and the SCSU Chemistry Club, St. Cloud State University 
Students will learn about acids and bases and the tools available to identify substances as acids, bases or both.  Then, 
students will create bath bombs to demonstrate acid-base interactions in water. 
 
ISELF-108 Session L – How Not to Lose:  An Introduction to Game Theory  
Bret Benesh, College of St. Benedict and St. John’s University  
Do you like to win when you play games with your friends and family? Come play a variety of games and determine a 
winning strategy for each. Determine what a player needs to do to make sure that they are guaranteed to win, 
regardless of what the opponent might do. 
 
ECC-130 Session M – Let’s Get Amped! 
Society of Women Engineers, St. Cloud State University 
In this workshop we will teach the students about circuits and electricity. The students will get step by step instruction 
on how to make a simple circuit with common household items and an LED. The students will leave the workshop with 
knowledge of electricity and circuits! 
 
WSB 22  Session N – Fossil Finds and Dinosaur Detectives:  Examining the Evidence of the Past 
Sarah Gibson, St. Cloud State University 
How do paleontologists know so much about the diets, behaviors, and habitats of animals that have been dead for 
millions and millions of years? In this workshop, we’ll show different types of fossils and look at the evidence, much like 
a detective, to determine what the animal was like, what it ate, what it was doing, or even how it died! We’ll also show 
examples of how paleontologists analyze data using the latest technology, such as 3-D scanning and printing, fossil 
fluorescence, and more! 
 

Small Group Discussions 
WSB 116 –Participate in a discussion with current female STEM majors from St. Cloud State University and College of St. 
Benedict about their individual journeys.   

         

 



 

 

The Tech Savvy Story 
 

The American Association of University Women’s (AAUW) mission is to advance equity for women and girls through 
advocacy, education and research. In support of that mission, AAUW developed the “Tech Savvy” STEM program for fifth 
to ninth grade girls and their parents. 

The AAUW St. Cloud branch has teamed up with St. Cloud State University (SCSU) to present this day-long event on 
October 27, 2018 made possible in part by contributions from AAUW-MN and members along with community 
businesses. St. Cloud State University has generously provided STEM student and staff volunteers and facilities. The 
event will take place at the $45 million Integrated Science and Engineering Laboratory Facility (ISELF) and other buildings 
on the SCSU campus.      

Tech Savvy Communications 
Contact Information 

AAUW – St. Cloud Branch, Jan J. Bensen, Tech Savvy St. Cloud, Chairperson, bjjb72@gmail.com 
http://stcloud-mn.aauw.net/ stcloudaauw@gmail.com 

Emergency Information  

Phone 911 
SCSU Public Safety – 320-308-3333 
Dr. Hanzsek-Brill’s cell phone: 320-291-2788 
 

       

Notes: 
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Sponsors 

Thanks to our generous sponsors for making 
Tech Savvy St. Cloud possible! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


